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Myths common in public perception: 

 They have everything going their way. 

 They can succeed without help.  

 Their special abilities are always prized by their families. 

 They should be valued primarily for their brain power. 

 They are more stable and mature emotionally. 

 They have gotten “something for nothing.” 

 They naturally want to be social isolates. 
 
Myths common among parents and educators: 

 They are not aware of being different unless someone tells them 
they are. 

 They will reveal their giftedness. 

 Their giftedness needs to be emphasized above all else. 

 They need constant challenge by others if they are to achieve. 

 They need to be disciplined more than other children. 

 They should assume extra responsibility for others. 

 They enjoy serving as “examples” for other children. 



 
 

A Creed for Gifted Learners 
 

I am gifted.  What does this mean? 

 

Being Gifted means I learn faster than most students my age. 

It does not mean I am smarter than they are. 

 

Being Gifted means I learn easier than most students my age. 

It does not mean that learning should be easy. 

I am in control of what I learn. 

I must learn to challenge myself. 

 

Being Gifted means that I have a head start in some areas. 

I need to challenge myself to go further than my classmates, 

If I am going to learn the same amount of information they do. 

 

Being Gifted does NOT mean I have to be the fastest or the first one done. 

Being first does not always mean being #1.  I must learn to work carefully and 

correctly. 

 

When I win, I must win kindly.  But I am not the best at everything. 

When I lose, I must lose graciously. 

 

Being Gifted does NOT mean I have to be perfect. 

I must lean to choose when to strive for excellence and when to relax. 

Superior work does not have to be perfect all the time. 

 

Being Gifted is not all there is to me.  I am much more than just my brain. 

I must learn to tolerate people who expect too much from me, 

because they do not understand me. 

 

Being gifted does NOT mean life is always fair. 

I will learn to make the best of all situations because… I am Gifted! 

 
Written by Terri Semmler, parent and teacher of gifted children 

from Chugiak, Alaska  
 

 



 

 
 
 

BRIGHT CHILD 
 
Knows the answers. 
Is interested. 
Is attentive. 
Has good ideas. 
Works hard. 
Answers the questions. 
Top group. 
Listens with interest. 
Learns with ease. 
6-9 repetitions. 
Understands ideas. 
Enjoys peers. 
Grasps the meaning. 
Completes assignments. 
Is receptive. 
Copies accurately. 
Enjoys school. 
Absorbs information 
Technician. 
Good memorizer. 
Enjoys straightforward, sequential 
presentation. 
Is alert. 
Is pleased with own learning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

GIFTED LEARNER 
 
Asks the questions. 
Is highly curious. 
Is mentally and physically 
involved. 
Has wild, silly ideas. 
Plays around, yet tests well. 
Discusses in detail, elaborates. 
Beyond the group. 
Shows strong feelings and 
opinions. 
Already knows. 
1-2 repetitions for mastery. 
Constructs abstractions. 
Prefers adults. 
Draws inferences. 
Initiates projects. 
Is intense. 
Creates a new design. 
Enjoys learning. 
Manipulates information. 
Inventor. 
Good guesser. 
Thrives on complexity. 
 
Is keenly observant. 
Is highly self-critical. 
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